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INTRODUCTION 
 
Port Angeles School District’s focus on truancy is one component (attendance) of a broader set 
of components designed to keep students effectively engaged in their educational studies.  The 
primary framework, of which this is a part, is designed to reduce risk factors associated with de-
linquency and decrease the incidence of juvenile problem behavior.  Left unaddressed, truancy 
during the preteen and teenage years can have significant negative effects on students.  It has 
long been identified as an early warning sign of potential delinquent behavior, social isolation, 
and educational failure.  Several studies have concluded that lack of commitment to school is a 
risk factor for substance abuse, delinquency, teen pregnancy, and dropping out. The effects of 
truancy are widespread; the problem takes its toll not only on students, but also on schools and 
communities. 
 
WASHINGTON STATE LAW  
 
The Washington Start Legislature passed a law known as the “Becca Bill” in 1995 in an effort to 
reduce the risk of harmful outcomes among runaways, truants, and other at-risk youth. The first 
statutory requirement of school districts, which is to occur after a student’s first unexcused ab-
sence, is for the school to notify the parents of the absence and inform them of the potential con-
sequences of continued truancy.  After the second unexcused absence, the school is required to 
hold a parent conference with the parents and student to analyze the causes of the truant behavior 
and to take steps to improve attendance.  Not later than the fifth unexcused absence in a month, 
school districts are required to either enter into an attendance agreement with the student and 
parent, refer a student to a community truancy board (if one is available), or file a truancy peti-
tion in juvenile court.  If the actions taken by the school district do not substantially reduce a stu-
dent’s absences, it must file a petition in juvenile court not later than the seventh unexcused ab-
sence in a month or the tenth in a school year.   
 
DISTRICT WIDE SUMMARY 
 
This brief report summarizes important data representing the operations of changes and results 
from 2012-2013 to 2013-2014, with the main focus being on the Port Angeles High School.   
 
The Port Angeles School District handled 115 truancy petitions during the 2013-14 school year.  
A review of Table 1 reveals that the largest numbers of truancy filings during the 2013-14 school 
year are attributed to Port Angeles High School students who drew in 70%.  Stevens Middle 
School is next in line having contributed to 9% of the filings, and all the other schools combined 
(one high school and five elementary schools) contributed to 21%.   
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The Port Angeles High School students were the subject of over half of the truancy filings, there-
fore the data on high school filings were examined in greater detail. 
       
PORT ANGELES HIGH SCHOOL TRUANCY SUMMARY 
 
Table 2 displays petition filings for 
each month of the two school years 
displayed for Port Angeles High 
School.  
 
Overall, in 2013-14 there was a 4% 
increase in truancy petitions filed by 
Port Angeles High School compared 
to the 2012-13 school year. Truancy 
filings increased in the months of 
October, November, April and May, 
but declined September, December, 
January, February and March. This 
reduction could be due to changes 
that were made at the high school 
(see below: Improving Processing of 
Truancy and Contempt Petitions).  
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Table 1 
Port Angeles School District 

Truancy Petitions Filed 
2013-2014 

School Number Percent 
Port Angeles High School 81 70% 
N. O. P. Skills Center 0 0% 
Lincoln High School 9 8% 
Stevens Middle School 10 9% 
Franklin Elementary 8 7% 
Jefferson Elementary 0 0% 
Hamilton Elementary 3 3% 
Roosevelt Elementary 0 0% 
Dry Creek Elementary 4 3% 
Total 115 100.0% 

Table 2 
Port Angeles High School 

Truancy Petition Filing Comparison 
2012-13 – 2013-14 

Month Petitions Filed Change 
 2012-13 2013-14 Number Percent 
September 2 1 -1 -50% 
October 5 14 9 180% 
November 9 18 9 100% 
December 14 7 -7 -50% 
January 20 10 -10 -50% 
February 11 9     -2 -18% 
March 8 3 -5 -62.5% 
April 7 9  2 29% 
May 2 10 8 400% 
June 0 0 0 0 
Total 78 81 3 4% 



Table 3 disaggregates the data by grade at Port Angeles High School.  This demonstrates nearly 
94% of the first time petitions filed were on grades 9 – 11. 
 

 
Table 4, below, details the volume of truancy peti-
tions and contempt motions that were generated by 
staff work solely at the District’s comprehensive 
high school. Out of 81 truancy petitions filed, 40 
1st contempt motions were filed, approximately 
50% of the initial filing. Overall, there were 269 
court proceedings at the high school alone.  
 
 
 
 
 

        
IMPROVING PROCESSING OF TRUANCY AND CONTEMPT PETITIONS 
 
Last year the need for an increased concentration on truancy and a heightened level of coordina-
tion and communication at the Port Angeles High 
School was evident.  Thus, an Attendance Review 
Team (administrators and support staff) was 
formed and weekly meetings were held. This team 
continued to meet during 2013-2014. The team 
identified at-risk students and improved accounta-
bility in an effort to reduce student truancy and 
thus, increase student achievement.  As a result, 
truancy was reduced. However, this year is up 
slightly and the team will continue their efforts to 
reduce truancy filings by: 
 

• Identifying students with poor attendance 
and/or failing grades early on in an effort to 
accelerate lower-achieving students and 
begin comprehensive identification of bar-
riers to attend school. 

 
• Meeting with the student and his/her parent(s) or guardian(s) as soon as attendance issues 

are recognized.  School officials will continue to elicit the cooperation of the parent(s) or 
guardian(s) and an agreement will be reached and signed by all parties.  The agreement 
will list what the student and the parent(s) or guardian(s) will do in the future, and what 
the school will do to attempt to address the problems.  All agreements must stipulate that 
the student resume regular and consecutive school attendance immediately. 
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Table 3 
Port Angeles High School 

Petitions Filed By Grade Level 
2013-14 

Grade Number Percent 
Grade 9 28 35% 
Grade 10 25 31% 
Grade 11 23 28% 
Grade 12 5 6% 
Total First Petitions 81 100% 

Table 4 
Port Angeles High School 

Number of Petitions & Contempt Filings and 
Hearing 
2013-14 

Total Petitions 81 
1st Contempt 40 
2nd Contempt 31 
3rd Contempt 20 
4th Contempt 12 
5th Contempt 4 
6th Contempt 4 
Continued Contempt 
Hearings 77 

Total Truancy Hearings 269 



• Ensuring that the truancy filings are for the proper purpose and have the potential to 
make a difference. 
 

• Developing a system for tracking students who are assigned or court ordered tutoring, 
credit recovery, and Saturday school.  

 
MEETING SCHEDULE & COMMENTS 
 
The Attendance Review Team will resume weekly attendance meetings in the Fall of 2014, con-
tinuing their efforts to foster student achievement (including attendance) resulting in kids staying 
in school, receiving an education and earning a diploma.   
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